
By William Sheiner 
The Astronomy Merit Badge 
Clinic at Georgia Tech on No-
vember 21 was very informational.  
Scouts attending were William 
Sheiner, Gus Stotts, Seth Kessel, Patrick An-
chors, and Charlie Dayo.  At the clinic we got all but 
one of the requirements done.  The only thing we 
have left to do is to watch the moon and draw what it 
looks like every night for 7 nights. We learned about 
the moon and its features, the sun, different types of 
telescopes and their uses, about constellations, and 
about when you can see certain planets in the sky – at 
what month and time of day or night.  For the next 
month, we should be able to see Jupiter in the evening 
and Venus, Mars and Saturn in the morning.  We got 
to go the Georgia Tech Observatory on top of the 
Physics building and, although it was cloudy, we could 
see Jupiter and the moon.  We learned about light 
pollution and how it affects the amount of stars you 
can see at night.  Because of light pollution, we cannot 
see the Milky Way from the city of Atlanta.  To see 
the Milky Way, you have to go to the country where 
there is little light pollution. We also learned how to 
find the North Star by using other constellations.  For 
example, the two stars that make the end of the Big 
Dipper line up with the North Star. 
 Unfortunately, not all of the scouts who 
signed up were able to go because the clinic registra-
tion filled up.  The instructor, Dr. James Sowell, who is 
an Eagle Scout, said that he would try to schedule 
another session in February 2010.  This class was very 
informational and requires minimal work afterwards.  
So, if you want the Astronomy Merit Badge, sign up 
early for the February class. 
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Early on Saturday morning, 11 
Scouts, 5 Webelos, 2 siblings, and 6 
adults gathered in very cold weather 
to start our journey.  At times there 
was some sleet falling.  For the trip, 
Thomas Kelley was the Senior Patrol 
Leader and Michael Deutsch was the 
Assistant Senior Patrol Leader.  We 
loaded up and headed straight to the 
Roosevelt Stables.   
 
When we arrived at the stables the 
sun was starting to shine and it had 
warmed up some.  We divided into 2 
groups.  One group went on a trail 
ride while the other stayed at the 
stables to work with the horses.  We learned a lot 
about taking care of horses.  The owner of the stables 
presented the class that included hands on work.  Mrs. 
Liess, our Horsemanship Merit Badge Counselor, was 
also there.  Mrs. Liess will be meeting with the Scouts 
who participated in order to complete their merit 
badge work.  Both the trail ride and learning about the 
horses was a lot of fun.  Mr. Deutsch, our Campmas-
ter, also said the stable owner was very complimentary 
of our group because we all behaved and paid atten-
tion.  After our rides and hands on work, we had lunch 
at the stables. 
 
We then drove over to our campsite and unloaded the 
trailer and set up camp.  We gathered a lot of fire-
wood since we knew it would be cold that night.  Mr. 
Deutsch did a Scoutmaster Conference with the We-
belos and Mr. Sheiner met with a lot of the Scouts 
individually to go over advancement.  We then started 
preparation for the Cast Iron Chef contest.  Entry’s 
included steak, quesidillas, tortilla pizza, and taco’s.  
The winner of the Cast Iron Chef contest was Nicolas 
Hackley with his smoked ribs entry.  The judges had 
quite a challenge picking the winner.  After dinner we 
hung out around the campfire telling stories and singing 
songs.  A highlight was Thomas Kelly and Andrew 
Maceyko’s ability to telepathically communicate.  Tho-
mas was able to leave the area and the Scouts would 
pick an object.  Upon his return, Andrew was able to 
telepathically communicate the object to him and Tho-
mas would choose the item.  Toward the end of the 
evening we enjoyed 2 cobblers.  One was a black for-
est with cherry’s and chocolate cake.  The other was 
peach and apple with yellow cake.  Both were great.  
We concluded our campfire with everyone talking 
about something they were thankful about.  We also 
did a refresher on cold weather camping. 

DECEMBER TRIP WAS 
FANTASTIC!! 

December Trip “Cowboys” Charlie Penn, Andrew Maceyko, and Matthew Bieber 
return from the trail ride.  

….continued on page 4 
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"The spirit is there in every 
boy; it has to be discovered 

and brought to light.” 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Robert Baden-Powell 
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By Scoutmaster Robert D. Melton 
As we go into this holiday season, I would like to wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah. As a Scouting 
family, I hope each of you enjoy the festive occasion and create 
family memories. I also hope that as we celebrate Christmas and 
Hanukkah, that we remember the reason for these celebrations. 
 
Hanukkah means “dedication”. The holiday commemorates the rededication of 
the holy Temple in Jerusalem after the Jews’ victory over the Syrians. After Judah 
Maccabee and his soldiers defeated the Greek army, they wanted to light the menorah. However, they only had 
enough oil to light the menorah for one day. Miraculously, the oil lasted for eight days. God was faithful and pro-
tected his chosen people. 
 
For Christians, the reason for the season is the birth of Christ. We celebrate with gifts to our family and friends. 
However, God gave us the most precious gift of his son who lived and died for our salvation. The gift is there for 
all to accept. It is through faith that we can accept his gift. 
 
Whether you are celebrating Hanukkah or Christmas, remember that God has been faithful to all of us. It is our 
responsibility to be faithful to Him. The 12th point of the Scout Law is a “Scout is Reverent”. 
 
May God bless and guide you through this holiday season and throughout the New Year. 

Scoutmaster’s Minute 

By Scoutmaster Bob 
Melton 
We have been 
given the oppor-
tunity to partici-
pate in the At-
lanta Are Council 
Philmont High 
Adventure Expe-
dition, June 13 - 
25, 2010.  Here is 

the payment schedule.  Please forward pay-
ment to Rich Butera or Joan Holiday in order 
that we may meet the deadlines.  Because we 
are a late entry, we need your $250 deposit 
and December 1 payment of $450 now.  The 

remaining schedule to the council office is 
as follows.   
 
Please send yours to Rich prior to these 
dates so that we can meet the deadline 
dates: 
 
$200 due February 1, 2010 
$300 due March 1, 2020 
$300 due May 1, 2010  
(Important note: remaining balance due 
depends upon final transportation fee. 
 
The following are members of T477 Phil-
mont 2010 Crew # 9 

PHILMONT HIGH ADVENTURE EXPEDITION 

NOTES FROM THE  
COMMITTEE CHAIR 
By Committee Chair Joan Holladay 
It has finally happened!  The Scout Hut as we 
knew it, is no more.  Thanks to the magnifi-
cently generous work of Atlanta Demolition, 
on Sat. Nov 21st the Hut came down.  It was 
fascinating to watch.  Took about 30 minutes 
to totally smash the building and then another 
3 hours to load it onto trucks and haul it 
away.  The boys that came to watch the event 
had a good time trying to identify what that 
‘thing’ was that was hanging out of the claws 
of the picker-upper machine (sort of like a 
backhoe, but with an additional front piece on 
the scoop to allow for grabbing stuff).  The 
man who operated the machine was incredi-
bly talented and amazingly accurate with his 

scooper gizmo.  We have lots of pictures 
and will post some on the web site. 
 
Now we can turn our attention and efforts 
on to the future home of Troop 477.  Our 
Chartered Org. Rep., Alan Wilson, has 
taken the lead in making plans for the fu-
ture of Scouting at Kingswood.  He has 
already been in contact with our minister, 
Reverend Savage and has reported back to 
the Troop Committee.  He is following up 
with the church with some questions we 
raised during our committee meeting on 
the 7th.  More information to come. 
 
For our Christmas/Hannakah 
Good Turn this year, the boys 
decided to assist 
Kingswood in the 
production of the 

second annual Christmas party for Dekalb 
county school children who would otherwise 
not receive any Christmas gifts.  The church 
works with the school counselors to identify 
the students to invite and holds a wonderful 
party, complete with pictures with Santa, lots 
of games and activities, food and a gift for every 
child.  We’ll have more details to you through 
an email in the near future.  The party is on 
Sat, Dec. 19th in the early afternoon. 
 
We are thrilled to have our scoutmaster, Bob 
Melton, back among the walk-
ing world – complete with his 
new knee.  We expect great 
things from him, now that he’s 
not hampered by that bad 
knee! 

   1. Trevor Alexander 
   2. Anthony Butera 
   3. Dusty England 
   4. Nick Gaultney 
   5. Ryan Greenstein 
   6. Tom Hetrick 
   7. John Holladay 
   8. Thomas Kelly 
   9. Miles Martin 
  10. Nathan Yoakum 
  11. Bruce England - Advisor 
  12. Warren Martin Advisor 
 
Dan Farrey is an alternate if someone needs to 
drop. 

Continued on Page 4 
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By Troop Advancement Chairman Peter Bain 
Thanks to all adults who responded to the re-
quest for merit badge counselors and to those 
current counselors that added more badges.  
Again, I encourage those of you who aren’t as 
active in the troop to consider being a merit 
badge counselor. 
 
Also, I would like to again remind all scouts to 
review your partial merit badge achievements.  
I’m sure many of you have only a few require-
ments left to finish up those badges. 
 

Congratulations to the following scouts for 
advancements received during the month of 
November: 
  
Merit Badges 
Thomas Kelly Environmental Science 
Nathan Yoakum Environmental Science 
  Personal Fitness 
 
Rank Advancement 
Michael Deutsch Star 
Dusty England 1st Class 
Marc Sheinman 1st Class 

Monkey’s Fist 
Uses: The Monkey's Fist [ABOK #2200 - 3, p 354] is used as a decorative knot and has been recommended to weight the end of a 
heaving line (see caution below).  
 

Tying it: The Monkey's Fist is usually tied around separated fin-
gers. After each set of three complete turns, the direction is 
changed by passing the end through the middle. Count carefully: it 
is very easy to miss-count and have four strands on one side and 
three strands opposite.  
 

Caution: NO WEIGHTS: The Monkey's Fist is commonly de-
scribed as being tied around a small pebble, marble or other weight. 
The argument advanced is that this will make it easier to throw a 
heaving line. However, if you hit someone you may injure them. 
Sources: 
1. Animated Knots by Grog 
 http://www.animatedknots.com/monkeysfist   
2. Net Knots 
 http://www.netknots.com/html/monkeys_fist.html  

Let's go Skiing!     Make your plans now! 
January 16 - 18, 2010 in Maggie Valley, NC 

 
The Trip Information Form and Permission slip 
for the January Ski Trip to the Catalooche Ski 
resort in Maggie Valley, NC, are available on 
the Troop 477 website at 
www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477.  Please 
review the Trip information form for details.   

 
I must have all 
reservations by 
the final Troop 
meeting this 
year on Decem-
ber 17th.  This is 
necessary be-
cause our de-
posit for the trip 
is due on Janu-

ary 3rd before first meeting of 2010.   So 
please make your plans now and be sure to 
sign up for the trip by the 17th. 
 
ASM Whalen Kuller has arranged for us to use 
the home of his in-laws for the weekend.  This, 
along with the fact that we will also be cooking 
our own meals, will save us significant dollars!  
Thanks Whalen!!   
 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Note: The Trip Information Form and Permis-
sion slip are also on the Troop 477 website at 
www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477. 
 
Gene Gaultney 
Outdoor Committee Chair 
Cell: 404-434-3578 
Home: 770-451-6320       

CATALOOCHE SKI TRIP 

Other Upcoming Outings 
February 12, 2010 – February 15, 
2010 – Kennedy Space Center Trip 
(President’s Day 4-day weekend) 
We will travel to Cape Canaveral to par-
ticipate in the National Scouting day at the 
Space Center.  We will participate in 
planned activities for the scouts, meet an 
astronaut, and tour the Space Center.   
We will also spend some time on the 
beach.  We will be car camping at a State 
Park near the Space Center.  There will 
be access to bathrooms and showers.  It’s 
a great opportunity to take the family 
along.  More details will be provided in 
January. 
March 26, 2010 – March 28, 2010 
Hightower Trail Distinct Spring Camporee 
at Bert Adams Scout Reservation 
April 5, 2010 – April 9, 2010 
Spring Break trip to Cumberland Island.  A 
4-night backpacking trip on Cumberland 
Island.  Put this trip on your calendar now! 

HOLIDAY SERVICE PROJECT FOR 
DEKALB COUNTY SCHOOL KIDS with 
KINGSWOOD UMC 
Event    Missions Gift Exchange 
Date:    Saturday December 19th 
8am      (or shortly after) 
10am    Families start arriving 
4pm      Event ends 
4pm      Clean up 
What they are in desperate need for is 
gifts for the kids. 
Scout can volunteer to help all day or part 
of the day and are encouraged to bring a 
gift for two for the kids. 
Contact the Church Office to sign up. 



Our duty to God is to do what we know is right because it is right and for no other reason. 

VISIT OUR TROOP WEB SITE AT: VISIT OUR TROOP WEB SITE AT: VISIT OUR TROOP WEB SITE AT: VISIT OUR TROOP WEB SITE AT:     
www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477    

A Scout is Reverent:  
"A scout is reverent. He is reverent toward God. He is 
faithful to his religious duties and respects the convic-
tions of others in matters of custom and religion."  

Phone: 770-457-1317 
Fax: 770-454-7330 
Email: 
Troop477@Kingswoodumc.org 

BSA Troop 477 
Kingswood Methodist Church 
5015 Tilly Mill Road 
Dunwoody, GA 30338 
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The Upward Trail is the official 
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Robert D. Melton 

December 3, 2009 

TROOP 477 “KEY THREE” 
Scoutmaster: 
Robert D. Melton 
Committee Chairman: 
Joan Holladay 
Chartered Organization Rep-
resentative: 
Alan Wilson 

Plans continue to keep annual 
trips to high adventure camps as 
part of our troop’s program.  
We on the committee believe 
that this is critical for keeping 
the interest of our older scouts 
(and adults, for that matter!).  
This year, we will be sending a 
crew of 12 to New Mexico to 
the Philmont Reservation. 
 
Re-chartering is almost com-
plete.  I still need to get money 
from about 10 boys, so if you 
haven’t re-upped for next year, 
please send me your check for 
$70. 

COMMITTEE CHAIR NOTES 
continued from page 2 

Sunday morning we woke 
up early and it was 27 de-
grees.  We were very 
proud that everyone had 
not only survived the cold 
but had really done well.  
No one reported any prob-
lems.  We ate light break-
fasts, broke camp, and 
packed up in time to leave 
at 9:05 in the morning to 
head to the Little White 
House.   
At the Little White House, we first 
watched a short movie and had a 
quick discussion with a Ranger.  
We then worked in teams of 2 to 
do a scavenger hunt.  We had to 
answer questions about FDR, the 
facility, and things that were going 
on at that time in history.  It was 
pretty neat seeing everything that 
happened at that time and touring 
the actual house.  Mr. Deutsch had 

candy in his car for everyone who 
completed the scavenger hunt.  Al-
though the candy was a little hard to 
eat since it was frozen. 
On the way home we stopped at 
Wendy’s for lunch.  We arrived back 
at Kingswood UMC at 2:05 and 
unloaded all the gear.  We did a 
quick thorns and roses before we 
left.  Many of us had a hard time 
coming up with a thorn.  It was a fun 
trip and everyone had a great time. 

December Trip Scouts, Seth, Matthew, and William 
enjoy the warmth of the roaring fire 

December Trip 
continued from page 1 

RECENT TRIP PHOTOS AT: 
http://kingswoodumc.org/
troop477/photos/Album2009/
December 

Carvel Contest. The first Scout to complete the crossword puzzle below and present it to the Scoutmaster, will receive a $5.00 gift 
certificate to the Carvel Ice Cream Shoppe on Jett Ferry Road. 


