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Troop 477 Annual Christmas Service Project

We are planning ahead this year!! For our Christmas Good Turn Project, Troop 477 usually adopts a
family that has recently experienced the loss of their home due to a recent fire. We still plan to do
this, though we won't have the "family information" until early December. However if you would like
to plan ahead, we suggest things like non-perishable foods, gas cards, grocery cards, toiletry items,
socks, gloves, generic items that anyone can use, etc. We will get specific information to you the first
week in December and are planning on delivering the gifts to the family on Thursday, December
18th. We encourage all scouts to participate in this warm and wonderful project.

If you have any questions, please contact Ruthy Stephens at (770)451-71715 or
rusnow@bellsouth.net. (....for advancement purposes, delivery participation will provide an activity
or a service hour.)

Rainbow Nation Service Project
By Committee Chairman Joan Holladay
November 22, 2008. Members of Troop 477 visited the Amicalola Deer Park, which is owned and
operated by the Rainbow Nation organization. It is located at 7918 Hwy 52, Dawsonville, GA
30534. Scouts spent the day working on projects for the Park. One goal was to earn the 8 hours of
service needed by the boys earning their Citizenship in the Community badge.
There was a fair amount of groaning
about having to meet at the Scout Hut so
early on a Sat. AM, but | think that all of
the participants would agree that it was
worth every minute. Within the first 15
minutes of arriving, we were driving
along side two kinds of exatic deer, emus
and turkeys. It was awesome! We got
some great pictures of our North Geor-
gia Safari and managed to do some
very necessary work that needed to be
done. While there the boys built a €’
wide fire circle out of paving bricks,
cleaned up the debris in the fire pit area
in preparation of creating a picnic area.
They also spread straw throughout the
deer forest so that the deer would have & z : _
soft warm beds in the cold weather. The last thing they did was to help collect the deadfall through—
out the deer forest to help reduce the risk of forest fire. Of course, being the Boy Scouts that they
are, they had to heIp burn a lot of the wood they collected. Mr. England cooked delicious hamburgers
—— sy fOr everyone, Mr. Kennedy managed to singe his hair and eye-
brows, Mrs. Alexander
il made sure everyone (il
knew what questions to
i ask our guide about
{ how the Animal Re- §
serve contributes to the 5%
community and | man-
aged to keep all the g
parts moving. After a
long day and eight
hours of service we
headed home.
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A Little MORE

Troop 477 History
Troop 477’s first Eagle
Scout was Randy Keith Gul-
lick. He earned his Eagle
one year after the Troop
was first established.
February 23, 1973

Vednesday, Feb. 21, 1973

RANDY GULLICK
IS EAGLE SCOUT

Haandy Keith Gullick, 17,
S0k of Mr, and Mrs. N. R.
Gulick of 2206 Peachfree
No-th Court in Doraville, has
ackieved the rank of Eagle
Sewut in Troop 477. He is as-
sistant scoutmaster of the
tI'Of_)p_

The Upward Trail
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Scoutmaster’s Minute

By Scoutmaster Robert D. Melton

As we go into this holiday season, | would like to wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah. As a Scouting family, | hope
each of you enjoy the festive occasion and create family memories. |
also hope that as we celebrate Christmas and Hanukkah, that we re-

member the reason for these celebrations.
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Hanukkah means “dedication”. The holiday commemorates the rededication of the holy Temple in
Jerusalem after the Jews’ victory over the Syrians. After Judah Maccabee and his soldiers defeated

the Greek army, they wanted to light the menorah. However, they only had enough oil to light the
menorah for one day. Miraculously, the oil lasted for eight days. God was faithful and protected to

his chosen people.

For Christians, the reason for the season is the birth of Christ. We celebrate with gifts to our family
and friends. However, God gave us the most precious gift of his son who live and died for our salva-
tion. The gift is there for all to accept. It is through faith that we can accept his gift.

Whether you are celebrating Hanukkah or Christmas, remember that God has been faithful to all of
us. It is our responsibility to be faithful to Him. The 12th point of the Scout Law is a “Scout is Rev-

erent”.
May God bless and guide you through this holiday season and throughout the New Year.

Advancement News

By Advancement Chairman Peter Bain

The month of November yielded only a few ad-
vancements. There were two merit badges earned
and NO rank advancements.

MERIT BADGES
Farrey, Dan: Traffic Safety = 11/06/08
Lichirie, Nick: Art 11/13/08

Notes From the
Committee Chairman

By Troop Committee Chairman Joan Hollaaday

When reviewing our troop roster in order to re-
charter for next year, it occurred to me that we
are so fortunate to have such a great assemblage
of youth and adults who work together to make
Troop 477 the fantastic troop that it is. | want to
take a moment and recognize the adults who are
Troop Committee Members extraordinaire.

» Secretary and Hospitality — Nancy Farrey

» Treasurer — Rich Butera

e Health & Safety — Jeff Sheiner

*  Outdoor Chair — Gene Gaultney

* Advancement — Peter Bain

» Facilities and Equipment — Warren Martin

»  Communications & Publicity — Jeff Glaze
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We have room on the committee for more adults

. to step up and get more involved with the troop.

Specifically we need the following positions filled:
» Chaplain

e Community Service/GoodTurn

e Membership

e Training

We can always use more parents to be registered
members so that they can help conduct Board of
Reviews. (Takes 3 adults for each Board — usually
done on the third Thursday of the month).

On another subject, please mark your calendars
for Jan 8, at 6:45 when our next Court of Honor is
scheduled. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall in
the church.. This will be a dinner meeting, and
each boy should plan to bring an item to share
(Patrols food assignments TBA).

New Displays at the Scout Hut

Two new displays are being added to the Scout Hut. The first
displays all the Boy Scout leadership roles in the Troop along
with the Patrol assignments. The second display will recog-
nize all the Boy Scouts by their rank.

We look forward to using these displays to better communi-
cate the various roles and responsibilities in the Troop. It will

also allow the Troop Guides, Patrol Leaders, Instruc-
tors, and Scoutmaster Corp. to have better visibility
to advancement status so they can better assist
Scouts as they climb the ladder to Eagle. As part of
the recognition of advancement at the weekly meet-
ings, a Scout will have the opportunity to move their
name up to the next level.
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What Scouting Means to

Me

By Jeff Sheiner

There it was, in an old, slightly dented and
rusted red tool box, tucked under my base-
ment workbench. Nestled among an old
timing light, four thickness feeler gages, a
spark plug tool, a battery post wire brush
and a coolant tester, was an Official Boy
Scout of America First Aid Kit.

Proudly prepared by Johnson and Johnson
of New Brunswick N.J. circa 1952, the
green steel box, now itself slightly dented
and rusted, once contained all the ingredi-
ents considered necessary for Boy Scout
First Aid. The wrinkled contents list is still
stuck to the inside of the lid and most of the
inventory, including the tiny glass bottles
containing mercurochrome and Halazone
tablets, is present.

RED CROsS y

STERI-PAD  gtic

At the bottom of the inventory label, writ-
ten in the block letters of an adolescent
boy, is the name L. Sheiner. To my great
amazement, | discovered that my father,
Leonard Sheiner, was at one time a Boy
Scout and once owned this kit. How long
ago it came to my possession, | have no
recollection. That | should find it now, at
this time in my and my son’s life, is remark-
able.

| was not a Boy Scout when | was growing
up. My assumption was that because both
my parents grew up in New York City,
scouting was not on their radar screen for
me. We all know how assumptions work.
Upon my discovery, | called my father to
ask about his heretofore-undisclosed Boy
Scout experience.

What | learned was that dad was indeed
a Scout. He attended meetings, learned
various skills, and participated in campouts
and hikes north of the city. However, he
never progressed past the rank of Tender-
foot. According to him, the advancement
process felt like admission into a secret
society. Board of Review meetings were
conducted at a time and place other than
the regular Scout meeting and the prospect
was scary to my then adolescent father.
After making no progress for a few years,
he was asked to leave the Troop.

Because my father’s Scouting experience
left a lot to be desired, it is understand-
able why | was not encouraged to partici-
pate in Scouting.

Consequently, | missed the
tremendous opportunity
Scouting offers boys and I'm
only now, at the age of 42,
beginning to realize what |
missed.

As | watch William, my nearly
12 year old son, who has
moved from Cub Scouts al-
most to 2nd Class, and | get
to know some of the older
boys who have, or soon will,
achieve the rank of Eagle, |
am struck by the value Scout-
ing provides to our boys.

BAND-AID
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From the boys' perspective,
Scouting is great fun. There is
camping, hiking, and demon-
strating mastery of tools, fire
and all the other skills required for self-
sufficiency in the woods. There is the cama-
raderie of the Patrol and the Troop and
the friendships they create.

However, there is so much more that the
boys do not yet have the life experience
or perspective to appreciate. As adults, we
can see this value and encourage our boys
to continue down the path and take advan-
tage of the amazing opportunity Scouting
offers them.

Through individual recognition, the boys
are encouraged to progress as they com-
plete merit badge requirements and ad-
vance in rank. They engage in very con-
structive competition with their peers as
Patrols try to out do one another. How-
ever, the true reward is the sense of ac-

complishment and
the  confidence
accompanying
their achievements
that will last for
their lifetime and
shape their roles
as men.

Scouting is about
leadership.
Through generations of turning boys into
young men, Scouting has developed into a
first class leadership training program. At
an early age, boys are provided opportu-
nities and encouraged to act as leaders,
adhere to a high standard, set an exam-
ple, and to influence others.

The leadership training scouting offers to
boys at this age is priceless.

Scouting provides the opportunity for our
boys to take leadership risks, experiment
and learn about what works and what is
not effective. Mistakes are made in an
informal and supportive setting among
friends and involved adults who provide
feedback and coaching to help each boy
reach his full potential. ~ As they advance
through the ranks, they develop a much
better sense of their abilities and the skills
and self-confidence to take on anything
life has to offer.

My father’s Scouting experience was unfor-
tunate and consequently, | did not experi-
ence the joys of Scouting as a boy. | am
grateful my son is part of such a wonderful
Troop.

At Troop 477, we are blessed with tal-
ented and committed adults who have per-
sonal missions see our boys turn into great
men. But we have room for more men and
women who wish to help out. Please con-
sider becoming more involved in the Troop.
The time commitment is minimal but the
impact you can have is huge. And you just
might have some fun along the way!

We as parents should encourage our boys
to take full advantage of Scouting and
make the most of their experience. We
should participate with them and help them
see the lessons that may not be obvious to
them. Because when they become our age,
they will thank us for granting them the
opportunity to participate in Scouting.
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December 4, 2008

2009 Summer
Camp Staff

Applications for youth and
adult positions at both Robert
W. Woodruff and Bert Adams
Scout Reservations are being
accepted. The application form
is available at the Program
Service Center,
www.atlantabsa.org or
www.atlantabsacamp.org. It will
be available on our website
very soon. Direct your inquir-
ies to Donna Carr, 770-989-
8821 ext 2010, or e-mail:
dcarr@atlantabsa.org.

SPECIAL CONTEST

The first Scout who hand
delivers a written note to the
editor of this month’s Troop
Newsletter listing the
contents of a 1952 Boy
Scout First Aid Kit, will
receive a $5 gift certificate
to the Carvel Ice Cream
Shoppe in Dunwoody. The
info is available in this
edition of the newsletter.

The Upward Trail

Announcements, Upcoming Events and Activities

Are you eligible to camp
with the Troop?

Did you know that in order to par-
ticipate in camping and other ac-
tivities with the Troop, you must have a current
health form on file?

Every Scout, Adult Leader or other adult who
participates in Troop activities, must have, at a
minimum, a Class 1 form on file. This form is to
be updated annually with your current health
and medical history. For activities such as day
camping, overnight hikes and other activities not
to exceed 72 hours, the Class 1 form will suf-
fice.

For activities longer than 72 hours, such as sum-
mer camp, backpacking and tour camping, the
Class 2 form must be on file. This form must be
completed by a licensed health care practitio-
ner and it lasts for 36 months. This form is re-
quired (Class 1 form will not suffice) if you are
under medical care, take prescribed medica-
tion, have a medically prescribed diet, had an
injury o or illness in the past 6 months that lim-
ited activity for a week or longer, have lost
consciousness during a physical activity or suf-
fered a concussion from a head injury.

The Class 1 and Class 2 forms are part of a
single document and can be found here: http:.//
www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34414.pdf

Finally, if you intend to participate in any High
Adventure activities, athletic competitions, or if
you are an adult over 40 years of age, the
Class 3 form is required. It is also required for
Adult Wood Badge participants regardless of
age. This form lasts for one year and must be
completed by a licensed health care practitio-
ner.

The Class 3 form can be found here: http://
www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/34412.pdf

Remember that summer camp and high adven-
ture activities will be here sooner than you think.
Please remember to print out the appropriate
form and bring it to your doctor during your
next scheduled physical examination. Com-
pleted forms can be placed in the Health and
Safety mailbox in the Quartermaster’s room or
delivered to Jeff Sheiner. If you are unsure of
the status of your medical forms, please contact
Mr. Sheiner.

Troop 477 Visits the Okefenokee
Swamp in January

By Assistant Scoutmaster Barry Deutsch

In January, the Troop will be heading to the Oke-
fenokee Swamp (“Land Of The Trembling Earth”)
on MLK weekend (January 17-19). Participants will
be leaving the Scout Hut early on Saturday morning
for the drive to the Okefenokee Swamp. Our first
stop will be the Okefenokee Swamp Park where
we will have a hands on presentation by a natural-
ist, take both a train and boat tour, and enjoy the
other exhibits at the park. We will then go to
Laura S. Walker State Park where we will be
camping. Sunday morning we will visit Chesser
Island and canoe in the swamp. On Chesser Island
there is an historic homestead from 1927 along with
a boardwalk out into the swamp that ends at a 50
foot observation tower. We will have sack lunches
with us for our day away from camp. On Sunday
morning, we will break camp and head home. Sat-
urday lunch will be a fast food stop on the way
down (Scouts may bring a sack lunch). Saturday
dinner and Sunday Breakfast will be in camp.
Lunch Sunday will be a sack lunch out on the
swamp. Sunday Dinner and Monday Breakfast will
be in camp. Monday lunch will be fast food on the
drive home. We will return mid-afternoon on Mon-
day.

This will be a great opportunity to observe nature
and inspect the damage of the huge forest fires a
few years ago.

PROGRAM PATROL

Duties & Responsibilities: Performs opening flag
ceremony under SPL direction. Works with
patrol advisor on presenting the program, tied
to the monthly program theme as planned at the
annual planning meeting. Plan a new game/activity
for each meeting, competing by patrols when-
ever possible, and relate the game/activity to
monthly topic where possible.

Sign Up Now

... for the Troop 477 Parents e-mail news list. This list
is used by Troop leaders to share information about
upcoming activities and events.

Visit the following link and click on the list name for
instructions:

http://kingswoodumc.org/mailman/listinfo

A Scout is Reverent

A Scout is reverent toward God. He is
faithful to his religious duties and respects
the convictions of others in matters of cus-

tom and religion.



