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The Upward Trail

Boy Scout Troop 477, Kingswood United Methodist Church

Northern Tier Crew |

By Assistant Scoutmaster Rob Alexander
To borrow from Julius Caesar
after emerging from the wilder-

ness that was Gaul, Troop 477’s |

Northern Tier Crew | ventured to
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Northern Minnesota last month =5

and “they came, they saw, they g

conquered.”

Braving 40 mph headwinds on the
last of eight days of their wilder-
ness expedition, the hearty, fly-
bitten, raw-handed Scouts re-
turned to the Charles L. Sommers
Canoe Base with new respect for
their Scout skills and the heart
needed to survive in the wild.

Forever known as the “Doctors”
the crew comprised Crew Chief
Sam Stephens, Trevor Alexander,
“Lieutenant” Dan Farrey, “Dr.”
Tom Hetrick, John Holladay
“MD”, and Casey Shaw. ASM Rob
Alexander was Crew Master and
ASM Lawrence Hetrick was Mas-
ter Woaterman. Their Northern
Tier Interpreter was Alex Ross.

Together they covered nearly 68

miles, including more than six miles portaging canoes, heavy gear and
kitchen packs. Outlying winds from Midwest tornadoes bracketed the
trek from the first night to the last day. The crew survived one swamping
with the loss of a night’s dinner and some gear and some soaked food.
They reconstituted, re-routed and plunged on ahead undaunted.

Mr. Hetrick, a former Philmont Ranger, noted that the high adventure
was a bigger test than New Mexico’s Philmont. The Scouts had to react
to more variables in the wild and tougher conditions.

As one crew member remarked on the last day, “l am glad to be going
home, but I'm also kind of sad it’s over.”

Crew Chief Sam Stephens stated, “| felt privileged to be the crew chief of
Expedition I. | thought that the trip was a very good challenge that tested
everything we had learned so far. From leadership skills and knots to fire

building and packing, every-
thing we knew was pushed
to the limit. Battling against
the elements and the bugs,
we were able to cook great
meals on the fire and camp
in some great areas in the
boundary waters. Despite a
few minor disagreements,
we were able to maintain
good cohesion as a unit,
and exhibited several great
acts of teamwork.”
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“In all of this, it is the Scoutmaster’s Minute

spirit that matters. Our

By Scoutmaster Bob Melton

DO YOU WALK THE WALK?

Do you walk your walk or do you just talk your talk? Often the true
measure of how serious you are on the path toward a particular
dream or goal is how much you have given up in order to reach it.

Have you given your vision the time for your next rank advancement
the time, energy, and resources needed? If not, why not? Ask your-
self what is the next step that needs to be taken to move closer to
your goal. It is not how much you are willing to sacrifice, but how

Scout law and Promise,
when we really put

them into practice,

take away all occasion
for wars and strife

among nations.”

Robert Baden-Powell

TROOP 477 “KEY THREE”
Scoutmaster:

Robert D. Melton
Committee Chairman:

Joan Holladay

Chartered Organization
Representative:

Doug Day

Editor’s Note:

There were no winners of the
gift certificates in last month’s
newsletter edition. Perhaps
this month some Scouts will
read through the newsletter
more closely and win the

prize.

much have you sacrificed lately.

Be Prepared! Take the next step as you walk the walk.

Regards
Bob Melton

Troop To Camp At Allatoona Aquatics Base In July

By Assistant Scoutmaster John
Kennedy

TRIP OVERVIEW: Troop 477
will be camping at Camp Alla-
toona Aquatics Base July 19-
20. We will be departing the
Scout Hut promptly on Satur-
day morning at 8:00am to
drive to the Allatoona Aquatics
Base camp. On Saturday, we
will be covering the swimming
requirements for the First and
Second Class Scout ranks. We
will also have access to camp
canoes for some fun in the wa-
ter. Patrols will be responsible
for meal planning. We will
return on Sunday morning
around 10:30am.

Permission Slips due no later
than Thursday, July 16, 2008.
Copies of the Trip information
form and permission slip are
available on the Troop web
site.

The Campmaster for the trip is
John Kennedy, and is responsi-
ble for making decisions for the
Troop while on the outing. If
changes in plans are necessary
for any reason, it is his decision.
All other Troop leaders and
parents on the trip are ex-
pected to defer to his authority
in decisions affecting the safety
of the Troop and the success of
the outing.

ABOUT CAMP
ALLATOONA

The Camp Allatoona Aquatics
Base is one of three camps
maintained by the Atlanta Area

Council, Boy Scouts of America.
The base operates on week-
ends only. It is located on ap-
proximately 500 acres fronting
Lake Allatoona in Woodstock,
Georgia, a short drive north-
west of Atlanta. The camp of-
fers year around weekend
primitive camping plus seasonal
(March thru October) planned
weekend programs for all BSA
aquatics merit badges, safe
boating and safe swim de-

fense/safety afloat, lifeguard,
basic and wilderness first aid,
and high adventure training for
Boy Scouts, Varsity, Venturing/
Sea Scouts, and adult scouters,
primarily on a weekend basis.
Advance reservations are re-
quired both for camping and
for programs. The camp oper-
ates with a 100% volunteer
staff. In addition to seasonal
programs at the Camp, volun-
teers may be available to pro-
vide year around training and
advice within the Council for
first aid, CPR, safe swim de-
fense/safety afloat, BSA snor-
keling, BSA scuba, learn-to-
swim programs, the America's

Boating Course, and the Ocean
Conservancy's Good Mate pro-
gram which helps boaters de-

velop environmentally sound
practices. The base is the only
scout camp in the United States
that offers expert training in
ALL the aquatics merit badge
skills plus training for the
aquatics High Adventure Camps
from a wholly volunteer staff.
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Advancement News For The Month Of June

By Advancement Chairman Peter Bain

During the month of June, our Scouts were very active
on rank advancement. Of course, summer camp had a
lot to do with that. In June there were 37 merit badges
earned and five scouts advanced in rank, and 11
“special” awards were earned. Below are the details
Alexander, Trevor : Merit Badge : Astronomy, Life-
saving®, Pioneering.

Anchors, Patrick: Merit Badge : Environmental Sci-
ence; Rank : Ist Class

Burns, Preston

Merit Badge : Cit In Nation, Photography, Space Explo-
ration; Training : NYLT - Greenbar 06/07/08

Butera, Anthony: Environmental Science*
Deutsch, Ben: Environmental Science*, Fingerprint-
ing, Motorboating, Personal Fitness*, Weather.
England, Dusty: Wilderness Survival

Farrey, Dan: Environmental Science®, Photography.
Gaultney, Nicholas: Weather, Wilderness Survival
Holladay, John: Fingerprinting.

Kelly, Thomas: Astronomy, Citizen In the World*
Kennedy, Lance: Swimming*, Special Awards : Fire-

man' Chip and Totin' Chip

Kuller, Blake: Cit In Nation*, Leatherwork.
Photography.

Liess, Jason: Fingerprinting, Fish and Wildlife,
Horsemanship, Mammal Study, Nature, Service
Star : 02 Year 06/24/08

Maceyko, Andrew: Scout Rank; Special
Awards : Fireman' Chip and Totin' Chip.
Menich, Ethan: Climbing, Small Boat Sailing.
Menich, Garrett: Motorboating

Polzin, Drew: Fingerprinting, Soil and Water,
Special Awards : Mile Swim 06/20/08

Rogers, Jake: Rank : Scout 06/12/08

Special Awards : Fireman' Chip 06/21/08

Totin' Chip 06/21/08

Sheiner, William: Rank : Scout 06/19/08
Special Awards : Fireman' Chip 06/21/08

Totin' Chip 06/21/08

Stephens, Sam: Soil and Water Conservation
Williams, Lamar: Swimming*, Rank : Scout
06/12/08, Special Awards : Fireman' Chip, and 08
Totin' Chip 06/21/08

“A life of leisure and a
life of laziness are two
things. There will be
sleeping enough in the
grave. “

Benjamin Franklin

Adult Leader Awards
Kuller, Whalen

Training : Youth Protection
Training (YOI) 06/19/08

Northern Tier Crew |, Photograph of a part of their Canoe Trek.

.

SEE TROOP 477°’S FAQ’s

Have you seen the Troop’s Advacnement FAQ on the Troop web site? Many ques-

needs to Quartermaster.

' SERVICE PATROL - Duties & Responsibilities
Each month, our patrols are assigned certain duties. For
the month of July, the Panther Patrol is assigned as SER-
VICE Patrol. What does this mean? Below is a description
of the tasks that the patrol leader of the service patrol is

responsible for guiding his patrol in performing...

.| The Patrol assigned the duties of Service Patrol arrives
about 15 minutes before the meeting starts to arrange the
room and lay out needed equipment. As soon as the
meeting is over, the Service Patrol for the evening gets to
work putting away equipment (chairs, tables, etc.) used,
cleaning up the room, sweeping/vacuuming the floor, emp-
tying the trash and replacing trash liners, cleaning the
bathrooms - including toilets and sinks and replacing paper

products, and finally turning off the lights. Reports supply

Troop History: 30 Years Ago
On July 27 1978, Dean R. Hicks earned the rank of EAGLE

Scout in Troop 477. He was one of over 90 who have

tions about Scouting and how Troop 477 operates can be answered by visiting the

web site. Try the following link for some important advancement information:

http://www.kingswoodumc.org/troop477/fag-advance.html earned that rank thus far. When will YOU add yours to

that distinguished list.
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The Upward Trail is the official
newsletter of Boy Scout Troop

477, and is published monthly.

The Upward Trail

Upcoming Events and Activities

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Acting Editor, Jeff Glaze
CONTIBUTORS
Rob Alexander, Gene Gault-
ney, Jeff Glaze, and Scoutmas-

ter Robert D. Melton

July 9, 2008

July 19-20, 2008 - Campout at Camp Alla-
toona Aquatics Base:
Campmaster: John Kennedy

Depart 5:00pm on Friday July 18, 2008 and re-
turn on Sunday July 20, 2008 at 10:30am

Activities: Work on First Class and Second Class
Swimming requirements and water activities

August 16, 2008 - Climbing
Campmaster: To be determined

We will conduct aday trip to perform aclimbing
activity. Thiswill be conducted either at Bert
Adams Scout Reservation or possibly at Atlanta

Sept 19-21, 2008 - M ountain Biking;
Campmaster: To be determined
Thiswill include camping and mountain biking

in the North Georgia Mountains. Details will
soon follow.

Annual Planning Session Coming

The Patrol Leaders Council (PLC) will be
meeting August 16, 2008 in their annua pro-
gram planning session to set the Troop calendar

SPECIAL CONTEST

The first Scout who can provide
a written note to the editor of
this month’s Troop Newsletter
listing the lone adult who
earned a training award in
June will receive a $5 gift
certificate to the Carvel Ice
Cream Shoppe in Dunwoody.

Rocks. More details to follow.

August 23, 2008 - Annual Outdoor Activ-

ity Planning Meeting;
Scoutmaster: Bob Melton

Thiswill be an all day meeting. The location of
the meeting will be announced soon. All Patrol
Leaders and Assistant Patrol Leaders should plan
to attend this annual planning meeting.

of activities and camping trips for the next 12-
16 months. Scouts need to provide input to
their patrol leader early, often, and starting
now, to get the PLC thinking about what kind
of trips to put on the calendar. Remember, a
BOY LED Troop needs boys who will lead and
share their ideas. Pick your favorite type of
outing and make sure your representative on
the PLC knows what you want .

YOUTH KATRINA
RECOVERY MISSION

TRIP

Who: Rising 7th graders
through graduated seniors (any
skill level) What: A chance to
help a needy family get their
home back together. When:
Thursday, July 3Ist to Monday,
August 4th. Where: New Or-
leans, La. Why: If you've ever
done mission work before, you
know why — you end up getting
back. more than you give, and
you have more fun than you
have on vacation! Trust me, if
you’ve never done this kind of
trip before, you need to sign
up and see what service is all
about. Plus, you get to go out
to eat in New Orleans... not
bad! Email Tom at
tcarruth@kingswoodumec

if you'’re interested!

Troop 477
Photo Contest

Scouts who submit photographs
for use in the Troop Newsletter
will be entered into a contest to
determine the best photograph
of a Troop camping trip or ac-
tivity. Your photos will be used
in the newdletter, and at the end
of the year, the photos will be
judged by the Troop Commit-
tee. The winning photograph
will be framed and placed on
the wall of the scout hut, and
the photographer will receive a
yet to be determined prize.
(Value will be in the range of
$25-$50). All you have to do is
participate on Troop outings,
and take some pictures. (Scouts
only, No Adults)

Wood Badge 2008

Summer 2008, Aug. 1-3 & Aug. 22-24 (Two weekend Course For-
mat) John Cherry, Course Director « 404-281-0938,
jcherry628@aol.com

Fall 2008, Sept. 26-28 & Oct. 17-19 (Two weekend Course For-
mat) Tom Bulger, Course Director ¢ 404-731-1132,
tbulger@bellsouth.net

TRAINING FOR BOY SCOUT LEADERS

—Includes New Leader Essentials and
Outdoor Skills Training: Participants Need to Attend These Dates

Thursday Sept 4 7 PM to 10 PM TBA

Thursday Sept || 7:30 PM to 10 PM TBA

Thursday Sept 18 7:30 PM to 10 PM TBA
Thursday Sept 25 7:30 PM to 10 PM TBA
Saturday October 4 All Day at Bert Adams

Sunday October 5 AM to Early PM at Bert Adams

VISIT OUR TROOP WEB SITE AT: ' \ =
www.KingswoodUMC.org/Troop477 - E?J
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